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romantic old city of Durham stands lent itself eminently
to such feats. There was one exploit which deserves a pass-
ing mention, since it was, perhaps, his earliest attempt to
explore what lies under ground. Just beyond the archway
leading to the Prebends' Bridge lay the open mouth of a
drain which had its other end on the banks of the Wear,
some hundred yards below. It had been a boast among the
boys to get down to the bottom of the vertical mouth. But
" Dick" one day undertook to force his way down the whole
length of the conduit to its farther opening at the side of
the river. Having dropt into his hole he soon found, as he
advanced on hands and knees, that to turn was impossible.
So, scaring many a rat by the way, he crept down, and at
last, with scratched skin and torn raiment, and probably
with what Trinculo styled " an ancient and fish-like smell,"
he emerged to the light of day, amid the hurrahs of his
expectant school-fellows.

His stepfather and his mother, during part of his stay at
Durham, rented Newton House, near Beclale, in the North
Eiding, whither, in vacation-time, he repaired to exhaust him-
self in the delights of a pony and terriers. There, too, it was
that the military life distinctly shaped itself in his mind. His
maternal uncle, General Mackenzie of Fairburn, seeing his
active habits, told him that in due time he would make a
good soldier. "From that day," he remarks, "I read and
thought of nothing but military heroes."ject fright upon the "leads." He filled up more than
